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Assessing the multiple Impacts of the Common Agricultural Policies (CAP) on Rural Economies

Guidelines and questionnaire for Local Participatory Network interaction and first meeting

Second draft

Author: Davide Viaggi

Bologna, 30 April 2008

Feedback request:

Please provide fast feed back if any.

Introduction and objectives of this document
This is a short guide to the first consultation meetings with the Local Participatory Network (LPN) in each CAP-IRE case study area (CSA).
The document provides a very general guideline aimed at:

· Facilitating the organisation of the meeting;
· Deriving comparable (across CSAs) results.

Objective of the 1st LPN meeting

The main objective of the meeting is to help to identify the most relevant research questions for the project CAP-IRE in each area and at EU level. The results of the meeting will feed each Case study report (D2.1-2.11). In the report, the best option would be to have a summary of answers (including divergences and contradictions) related to every question.
Organisation
The meeting should be held in May 2008 and last 1 full day. However this is open to the most convenient solution according to local needs. In some cases, a ½-day would be enough and/or one full day not feasible. The objective of the meeting is to know each other, present the project, discuss issues, validate answers to the questionnaire, the idea being to build a local network rather than having a survey of individual respondents. Consensus on topics is not needed, but discussion will be useful.
Reactions to the first version of this document clarified that the meeting could have a different organisation depending on the country. This is not a problem, as the content/structure of the meeting was initially totally open. However, please remember that a meeting is in the contract (with exception of case studies in France and Germany, that could decide to skip this and to do the next ones).

In the case the questionnaire (see next point) is circulated before the meeting, the meeting can focus on its discussion. A proposed schedule of the meeting is given in Annex 1.

Questionnaire

A common questionnaire is proposed. The aim of the questionnaire is to collect ideas (prior to the meeting and) in a somewhat formalised way in order to make them comparable across case study areas.
The rationale behind the questionnaire is to:

· focus on a few relevant questions;

· have a common structure with the questionnaire addressed to the Advisory Board (AB);

· in some cases use multiple choice answers, in order to have tractable results.

The proposed questionnaire is given in Annex 2.

All questions except Q.15 are left open, in order to collect the perception of the wider problems addressing the case study areas and to avoid to force homologation across areas.

Questions about the CAP concern all measures.
We purposefully do not restrict the concept of rural area to any particular definition, leaving it to local perception, including the possible case that the whole region considered is rural.

In the case the questionnaire is circulated, collected and elaborated before the meeting, answers can be discussed during the meeting. Otherwise, you can choose to fill it during the meeting, if you have time available. The option to circulate it afterwards is also possible, but this could make the procedure too long compared with our timing.
Annex 1

Meeting agenda

9.30 Presentation of participants

10.00 Presentation of the project CAP-IRE, role of the LPN, objectives of the meeting

10.30 Presentation of the responses to the questionnaire

11.00 coffee break

11.30 Discussion of the results (revision of answers, discussion of ranking of answers, qualification of research questions, additional issues & comments)

13.00 Lunch

14.00 (if required)

Follow up discussion of the results
and/or
Discussion of next meeting (approx. date, purpose, contents, papers) & interim interactions (if required) & other/further members of the LPN
Annex 2

Questionnaire

Dear LPN participant,
thank you for agreeing to participate in this group and to answer to this questionnaire. The project CAP-IRE aims to develop concepts and tools to support future Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) design and implementation, based on an improved understanding of long-term socio-economic mechanisms of change in rural areas. It addresses economic social and environmental issues in rural areas and their connection with the CAP.
The view we want to develop is rather broad, focusing in particular on post-2013 issues concerning the CAP and referring to the CAP as a whole, including all measures (first and second pillar).

Through this questionnaire we aim to benefit from your contribution to the identification of the relevant policy issues and research questions to address during the project.

Date__________________________________

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  Respondent

Name_____________________________________________
Main personal expertise________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  What are the main problems of your region?(Please prioritise, 1=most important)
1. ___________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  What are, at present, the main problems of the rural areas in your region? (Please prioritise, 1=most important)
1. ___________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic   Do you see additional problems arising over the next 10 years? (Please prioritise, 1=most important)
1. ___________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  What are the main strengths/advantages of the rural areas in your region? (Please prioritise, 1=most important)
1. ___________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  What are the main contributions of agriculture in the rural areas in your region?(Please prioritise, 1=most important)
1. ___________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  Do you think this will change over the next decade and, if so, in what way?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  What do you consider to be the main contributions (farming and non-farming) of farm households in the rural areas in your region? (Please prioritise, 1=most important)
1. ___________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  Do you think this will change over the next decade and, if so, in what way?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  What do you consider to be the main contributions (farming and non-farming) of other forms of rural/agricultural enterprises (limited companies, cooperatives) in the rural areas in your region? (Please prioritise, 1=most important)
1. ___________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  Do you think this will change over the next decade and, if so, in what way? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  What are the main effects of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) in the rural areas in your region? (Please prioritise, 1=most important)
1. ___________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  How do you expect the role of the CAP will evolve over the next decade? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  Given your expectation for the CAP in Q. 13, what are the most important research questions in investigating the future design and implementation of the CAP in the rural areas in your region? (Please prioritise, 1=most important)
1. ___________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________________________________________
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic  The research topics in our project are organised according to the issues listed in the following table. Please give a score of importance (1=most important, 6=least important) to each topic and specify the issues that you see as more important for research (in terms of policy relevance) within each topic.
	Issue
	Score
	Issues more important within the topic

	A- farm structural adjustment, investment and innovation
	
	

	B - chain interactions between agriculture and related economic sectors
	
	

	C - environmental sustainability
	
	

	D - social sustainability
	
	

	E - interactions between rural communities and the rest of the world
	
	

	F - governance issues
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