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SUMMARY

Please provide a summary of the paper
Podlaskie region is located in the North-Eastern part of Poland. Agriculture is one of

the main industries in the region. Agricultural character of the region can be
illustrated by the GDP per capita indicator which was in the year 2002 at the level of
77% of national average.

Family farms dominate in the region — in the past state or collective farms owned a
very small percentage of the agricultural land. Average farm size is relatively high,
and noticeably growing in last years. Farmers in the region are quite dynamic. Milk
production develops very strongly. There are 3 dairies in the region which belong to
the group of the strongest dairies in Poland.

Natural conditions for farming are diversified. Three main types of areas can be
distinguished, largely depending on quality of soils:

a. with very good, heavy soils suitable for all types of agricultural
production, with milk and cattle dominating in production structure;

b. medium quality soils, with less intensive agriculture, with domination
of mixed farms (mix of crops, cattle and pigs);

C. poor, sandy soils, frequently threatened by droughts.
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1 IDENTIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF STUDY AREA (NUTS 2
LEVEL)

Name Podlaskie

Country Poland

NUTS 2

Geographical location: NORTH - EAST PART OF POLAND

General comments/qualifications

Figure 1 ¢(Map of Podlaskie region
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1.1 Socio-demographic aspects (NUTS 2 level)

Table 1 ¢ Main socio-demographic aspects

NUT2 region: Surface Population
HA % Number %
Total 2018700 6,5 1199,7 3,1
thousands
Urban | 92,5 4,6% 710,2 59,2
thousands thousands
Rural | 1926,2 95,4% 489,5 40,8
thousands thousands
Density/km2 59 persons / km2

Average age*

AGE [years] % of population

<12 12%
[12;18] 20%
[19;34] 22%
[35:49] 18%
[50;64] 15%
[65;79] 10%
>80 3%

Comments: *due to lack of data about “average age” the structure by age of the
population is presented

www.cap-ire.eu x Info@cap-ire.eu 7
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1.1.1 Social indicators

Table 2 ¢ Employment

Females Males Total
Employment rate 50 [Eurostat 63 [Eurostat 57[Eurostat2005]
2005] 2005]
Unemployment rate 10,3 [2006] 12 [2006] 11,3 [CSO 2006]
Employment rate of older 32 [Eurostst
workers 2005]
Average exit age from the
labour force
Employment rate in primary 35,3% [% of total
sector employed]
Employment rate in secondary 19,3% [% of total
sector employed]
Employment rate in tertiary 45,5% [% of total
sector employed]
Table 3 ¢ Social cohesion
Females Males Total

Long-term  unemployment
rate

53,76% [2006]*

Jobless households

19579
[www.skpnszz.org
2005] — number of
households with
social support due
to unemployment

Dispersion of regional
employment rates: 12,1%

Average in Poland long
term unemployed —
10,3%; minimum
7,6% (dolnoslaskie)
maximum 13,3%
(zachodniopomorski
e) [2005]

Early school leavers

* long term unemployment rate on total unemployment
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Table 4 ¢ Social inclusion

Inequality of income distribution

Lifelong learning

22

Individuals' level of Internet skills

Table 5 ¢ Demographic changes

Life expectancy at age 60, by gender | Males 17,96;
Females
23,59

Net migration -3,05

Average exit age from the labour

market, by gender

Table 6 ¢ Other indicators

Number of towns above 100,000 inhab 1

Number of agrifood processing plants 784

Comments

www.cap-ire.eu x Info@cap-ire.eu
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1.2 Territorial aspects (NUTS 2 level)

Table 7 ¢ Main territorial aspects

NUT2 region: Surface Population
HA % Number %
Total 2018700 6,5 1199,7 3,1
Plain 100 100
Mount 0 0
ain
Comments

41% of population lives on rural areas

Table 8 ¢ Agricultural area

Ha
Utilised agricultural area 1093051ha
Unutilised agricultural land 32000 (fellow land and set-aside)
Area under agri-environment support Number of farms with this support:
7546 [2008]
Area under nature protection 31,9%
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1.3 Economic aspects (NUTS 2 level)

1.3.1 General economic indicators

Table 9 ¢ Main economic aspects

NUT2 region: € %
GDP [2005] GDP: 22909 mIn PLN 2,3 % of total GDP of the
GVA: 20184 min PLN country
Gross value added (GVA) | GVA: 2384 min PLN (6,2 % of GVA of primary
of primary sector* [2005] sector of the country)

GVA of secondary sector

GVA: 3634 min PLN [2005]

(1,8% of GVA of
secondary sector of the
country)

GVA of tertiary sector

GVA: 8953 min [2005]

(2%% of GDP of tertiary
sector of the country)

Per-capita urban GDP

Per-capita rural GDP

Total per

capita 19075
PLN (about 75% of
national level) [2005]

Comments

*agriculture with forestry and hunting

1.3.2 Farm classification

Table 10 A ¢ Farm classified by class of size (source: Central Statistical Office)

Class of size (ha UAA) Number of farms [2006] Ha [2007]
0-5 43423 81381
5-10 25508 170505
10-20 26428 387770
20-50 12647 343599
>50 1018 109797
Total 109024 1093051

www.cap-ire.eu x Info@cap-ire.eu
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Table 11 B ¢ Farm classified by class of size (estimate after removing farms 0-1 ha, based on the
number of applications for Direct Payments)

Class of size (ha UAA) Number of farms [2006] Ha [2007]

0-5 5064 65318
5-10 13219 170505
10-20 30064 387770
20-50 26640 343599
>50 8513 109797
Total 83500 1076989
Comments

Table 12 ¢ Farm classified by class of income

Class of income % of farms* Ha
<0 PLN 6,7%

0-9920 PLN 25,3* %

9920 - 19840 PLN 26,4 %

19840 — 39680 PLN 23,4 %

39608 — 59520 PLN 8,2 %

59520 — 79360 PLN 3,7%

79360 — 99200 PLN 2,2

>99200 PLN 3,9%

Comments

* Estimation based on FADN data for the country level. Data for entire population of
farms not available. FADN sample for NUTS2 can be considered as too small and
not fully representative — only farms above 2 ESU are in the system.
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Table 13 ¢ Farm classified by land use

Land use Number of farms Ha
Arable crops 83500 (based on number of | 541908
applications for direct
payments)
Fodder crops Around 60000 135365
(farms which have at least
1 cattle what is
concluded that almost
the same numbers of
farms grows fodder
crops)
Permanent grasslands 65000 (estimate) 369858
Fruit plantations 500 (estimate) 3966
Wooded area
Comments
Table 14 ¢ Farm classified by livestock
Livestock Number of LSU
Cattle 607278,4 (60714 farms)
Sheep and goats 1567,76 (1295 farms)
Poultry
Pigs 139141,2 (52520 farms)

www.cap-ire.eu x Info@cap-ire.eu
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Table 15 ¢ Other aspects

Total irrigable area 100 ha (arable land)
Average of surface
Area under organic farming (ha) 3648 ha
Organic farms (number) 197
Agricultural-Holdings with another gainful activity (number) | 3168
Holdings in less favoured areas (including mountainous) 69784 [number of farms
applying  for LFA
payments]
Table 16 ¢ Employment in agriculture
Labour Numbers of workers
full time* 231 500 [total labour force
including family farmers]
2105 [hired labour in
economic entities hiring
more than 9 persons]
part-time* 619 [hired labour in
economic entities hiring
more than 9 persons]
Male Female

number of workers

family labour force

Comments

14
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1.4 Policy aspects (NUTS 2 level)

1.4.1 Single Farm Payment (SFP)

Describe briefly the implementation of SFP in your study area
Direct Payments were introduced in Poland in the year 2004. The system operated
is Single Area Payment Scheme (SAPS) All payments are area related. There are no
headage payments in Poland because animal envelope was added to the total
amount of payments. Initial, basic rate for the year 2004, as negotiated with the
Commission, was 25% of the EU rate. It was agreed that this rate can be increased
(so called top-up) by:

moving some funds from the lind Pillar (reducing LFA payments) — approximately it has
increased the rate up to 35,9% of the UE rate (25% + 10,9%);

additional funds from the National Budget increasing the rate up to (appr. 25% + 10,9%
+19% = 55%).

Each next year the basic rate of payments is increased by 5% in the years 2004 — 2007,
then by 10% annually, reaching 100% in 2013.

In the system there are 3 categories of crops in terms of eligibility for payments:

Increased rate (55% of the EU rate in the year 2004) - with top-up:- cereals, oil and
protein crops (as in the Agenda 2000) but also green fodder crops (e.g. maize and
grasslands);

Basic rate (25% of the EU rate in the year 2004) — other crops, such as potatoes, sugar
beets, also fruits and vegetables;

Special crops such us starch potatoes, tobacco or hops are eligible for specific support
schemes, however with a very small share in total amount of payments.

The system operated in Poland is the same for all regions.

Table 17 ¢ Farm classified by class of SFP

Class of SFP Number of farms Ha Amount (euro)

TOTAL

www.cap-ire.eu x Info@cap-ire.eu 15
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Average of SFP per hectare of all farms of the study area

579,8 PLN

Average of SFP per farm of all farms of the study area

7110,9 PLN

Comments
What the classes are??

1.4.2 Other coupled and area-based payments

Table 18 ¢ Description of other type of payment

Type of payment Number of farms Ha Amount (euro)

Energetic plants (2006) 22 536,2 147,5 thousand
PLN

TOTAL

1.4.3 Cross compliance

in the second cycle of training.

later regulations for animal welfare.

Describe briefly the state of application, main requirements and implications.

Currently, there is preparatory work being done for the implementation of the cross
compliance. Implementation will start on 01.01.2009 with conclusion at the end of
2011. So far in the domain of cross compliance 256 four-day-trainings have taken
place in the region with participation of 7314 farmers. These trainings were highly
appreciated by the farmers, thus as for now 5000 farmers would like to participate

In the first place, the rules concerning food safety are planned to be implemented and

16
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1.4.4 Rural development plan (RDP)

Describe briefly the RDP in your study area

With the Polish integration to the UE the RDP was realized in 2004-2006. The total
amount of RDP laid out during that period was 1.014 billion PLN (jointly with LFA).
Beside that, 414.2 million PLN was spent on work on Sector Operational
Programme. However, the SAPARD programme, which was realized before the
RDP, had revealed 234.7 million PLN. In the current RDP, in the period 2007-2013
above 234 million PLN (including LFA) was spent. The total amount of resources
flow from RDP, SOP and SAPARD in the Podlaskie region was 4.1 billion PLN, what
makes 37-39.5 thousand PLN per single farm depending on classification group or
3735 PLN per 1 ha.
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Table 19 ¢ RDP budget characteristic

RDP

Total budget

Participation (2000-2006):

Number of farms

Surface (ha)

Budget per axis (2000-2006)

RDP — 2004 - 2006

Action

Number of
participants

Value of realized

payment

RDP 2004-2006

Structural pensions

4423

190 min PLN

Support for semi-
subsistent farms

7695

64,7 min PLN

Support of farms on LFA

depending on year
from 57199 to
69002

497,7 min PLN

(euro/ha of UAA)

Agro-environmental 7546(number of | 31,6 min
Programs decisions allowing
payments
including
continuing form)
Foresting of rural soil 16,3 min
Adapting to UE standards | 5948 213 min
by farms
SOP - total 4156 409 ,1 mIn
Budget per axis (2007-
2013)*
Axis 1 467189580€
Axis 2 360490099€
Axis 3 222961955€
Leader 51187500€
Average amount per ha | 1008 €

18
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Comments

*Estimate — 6,5% of total budged for the country. The distribution of the support is
regulated by ministry’s yearly decree. In the period 2007-2008 the podlaskie
region received 6,5% of country’s budged. It can be assumed that the future
proportion will be similar.

1.4.5 Other policies

Describe briefly specific urban and planning policy with implications for rural areas

Besides CAP there can be observed an influence of regional development policies on
rural areas. Especially, changes in infrastructure (roads, sewage system etc) seems
to be very important. It could be said that the situation of rural areas is
determined by country’s level of development.
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