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1 IDENTIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF STUDY AREA 
(NUTS 2 LEVEL) 

Name South-Eastern Region 

Country Bulgaria 

NUTS 2  

Geographical location On south the South-Eastern Region borders on the Republic of 
Turkey by three Cross Border Checking Points: Burgas, Tzarevo and Malko Tarnovo. 
On east the region is wide open to the Black sea through the 8 ports - Burgas, 
Ahtopol, Tzarevo, Sozopol, Pomorie, Nesebar, Rosenetz and Ribno Port. On west 
the region is bordered by the South-Central and on north by the North-Eastern 
Planning Regions. 
The region South-East consists of 3 districts: Bourgas, Sliven, Yambol. After 2006 in 
the reqion was included and Stara Zagora district.   

General comments/qualifications Area - 14,600 sq. km, 13% of the area of the country. 
Population - 782 000 inhabitants – 10% of the population in the country. Produces 
8.8% of the Bulgarian GDP. Main economic sectors – tourism, agriculture, industry. 
Industry – 1/4 of the total employment and is dominated by SMEs. Main industrial 
sectors - food and drinks production, textiles, petrochemical products, and wood 
processing. Agriculture - 18.8% of the regional GDP and 6% of the employment - 
grapes, fruit and corn; cattle breeding. Fishery and aquaculture - along the 
coastline. 

 

  

 
 

Figure 1 – Map of Bulgaria and South-Eastern Planing Region 

 
 

South-Eastern Region 

http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Bourgas/Bourgas/Bourgas
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Bourgas/Tsarevo/Tsarevo
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Bourgas/Malko_Turnovo/Malko_Turnovo
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Bourgas/Bourgas/Bourgas
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Bourgas/Tsarevo/Ahtopol
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Bourgas/Tsarevo/Tsarevo
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Bourgas/Sozopol/Sozopol
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Bourgas/Pomorie/Pomorie
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Bourgas/Nessebar/Nessebar
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SC
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/NE
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Bourgas
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Sliven
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Yambol
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1.1 Socio-demographic aspects (NUTS 2 level) 
Table 1 – Main socio-demographic aspects  

NUT2 region: Surface Population 

 HA % Number % 

Total 809308.1 100.0 501808 100.0 

Urba

n 

69898.6 8.6 253191 50.4 

Rural 739409.5 91.4 248617 49.6 

 

Density/km2 54.2 

Average age 40,0 

Source: ñCensus 2001ò, NSI, 2003 

 
 

Comments 
 

 

1.1.1 Social indicators 

 
Table 2 – Employment  

 

 Females Males Total 

Employment rate 52,3 62,0 57,2 

Unemployment rate 10,5 9,0 9,7 

Employment rate of older 
workers- % 34,0 47,5 40,7 

Average exit age from the labour 
force- years 64,1 64,1 64,1 

Employment rate in primary 
sector-% 4,9 7,4 6,1 

Employment rate in secondary 
sector -% 12,7 25,5 19,1 

Employment rate in tertiary 
sector- % 34,7 29,2 32,0 

 
 
Table 3 – Social cohesion 

 

 Females Males Total 

Long-term unemployment rate -
% 6,0 4,5 5,2 
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Jobless households -% 12,0 11,1 11,6 

Dispersion of regional 
employment rates -% 29,7 27,4 28,5 

Early school leavers - % 6,0 4,5 5,2 

 
 
Table 4 – Social inclusion 

 

Inequality of income distribution-% n.a. 

Lifelong learning -% 1,3 

Individuals' level of Internet skills-% 19,0 
 

 
Table 5 – Demographic changes  
 

Life expectancy at age 65, by gender – 
years  

Females- 
16,22 

Males– 13,11 

Net migration -901 

Average exit age from the labour 
market, by gender 

n.a. 

 
 

Table 6 – Other indicators  

 

Number of towns above 100,000 inhab 1.0 

Number of agrifood processing plants   667 

…  

  

  

 

Comments 
Average exit age from the labour force by Eurostat estimates. Pension age is 59 for 

females and 63 for males.  
Social indicators are for 2006 . 
 

 
 

1.2 Territorial aspects (NUTS 2 level) 
 

 
Table 7 – Main territorial aspects 

NUT2 region:  Surface Population 

 HA % Number % 
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Total 827997.9 100.0 501808 100.0 

Plain 803350.2 97.0 482476 96.15 

Moun

tain 

24647.7 3.0 19332 3.85 

Source: ñCensus 2001ò, NSI, 2003 

Comments 

 
 

 
Table 8 – Agricultural area 

Utilised agricultural area  644921 ha 

Unutilised agricultural land 69044 ha 

Area under agri-environement support  

Area under nature protection  

Source: ñBANSIKò, MAF 2007 
 

 

1.3 Economic aspects (NUTS 2 level) 
 

1.3.1 General economic indicators 

 
Table 9 – Main economic aspects 

NUT2 region:  ú  % 

GDP ï 2005 year 1911602504    8.71   (% of total GDP of the country) 

Agricultural GDP 217739049  10.52  (% of agricultural GDP of the 

country) 

Industrial GDP 643368352    9.98   (% of industrial GDP of the 

country) 

Pro-capita urban 

GDP 

3805.22 

Pro-capita rural GDP 3813.72 

Source: ñRegions, Districts and Municipalities in the Republic of Bulgaria 2006ò, NSI, 

2008 

Comments 
 
 
 
 

 

1.3.2 Farm classification 

 
Table 10 – Farm classified by class of size 

Class of size (ha UAA) Number of farms Ha 

http://www.nsi.bg/Public_e/New-districts.htm
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 0 -  5 51 906 28 064 

5-10 1 430 9 120 

10-20 796 10 042 

20-50 466 15 031 

> 50 832 332 219 

Total 73 929 394 476 

Source: ñFarm structure in Bulgaria ï 2005ò, MAF, ñAgro-statisticò, 2006  

 

Comments 
 

 
Table 11 – Farm classified by class of income 

Class of income ï  

Economic Unit 

Number of farms Ha 

< 1 46727  

1<2 6699  

2<4 2325  

4<8 1108  

8<16 471  

16<40 326  

40<100 246  

>=100 180  

Total 58082  

Source: ñFarm structure in Bulgaria ï 2005ò, MAF, ñAgro-statisticò, 2006 

 

Comment 
 

 
 
Table 12 – Farm classified by land use 

Land use Number of farms Ha 

Arable crops 20 299 249 002 

Fodder crops 12 499 7 736 

Permanent grasslands 6 026 6 624 

Fruit plantations 5 762 6 246 

Wooded area n.a. 506797 

Source: ñFarm structure in Bulgaria ï 2005ò, MAF, ñAgro-statisticò, 2006 

 

Comments 
 

 
 
Table 13 – Farm classified by livestock 

Livestock Number of LSU - ʭʠʣ. ʙʨ. 

Cattle 60 543 
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Sheep and goats 314 720 

Poultry*  3 442 020 

Pigs 131 849 

Source: ñFarm structure in Bulgaria ï 2005ò, MAF, ñAgro-statisticò, 2006 

 
 
Table 14 – Other aspects 
 

Total irrigable area 2 955 

Average of surface  

Area under organic farming (ha)  

Organic farms (number)  

Agricultural-Holdings with another gainful activity (number) 2 130 

Holdings in less favoured areas (including mountainous) 22 050 

Source: ñFarm structure in Bulgaria ï 2005ò, MAF, ñAgro-statisticò, 2006 , Soil 

Protection Agency, 2006 

 
 
Table 15 – Employment in agriculture 
 

Labour Numbers of workers   

full time 137995   

part-time 5005   

    

 Male Female Total 

number of workers 65 870 52 102 117 972 

family labour force   110 116 

Source: ñFarm structure in Bulgaria ï 2005ò, MAF, ñAgro-statisticò, 2006 

 

Comments 
 
 
 

 
 

1.4 Policy aspects (NUTS 2 level) 

 

1.4.1 Single Farm Payment (SFP) 

 

Describe briefly the implementation of SFP in your study area 
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Table 16 – Farm classified by class of SFP 

 

Class of SFP Number of farms Ha Amount (euro) 

    

    

    

    

    

TOTAL    

 

Average of SFP per hectare of all farms of the study area  

Average of SFP per farm of all farms of the study area  

 

Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1.4.2 Other coupled and area-based payments 

 
Table 17 – Description of other type of payment  
 

Type of payment Number of farms Ha Amount (euro) 

e.g. Durum wheat premium    

    

    

    

    

TOTAL    
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1.4.3 Cross compliance 

 

Describe briefly the state of application, main requirements and implications. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

1.4.4 Rural development plan (RDP) 

 

Describe briefly the RDP in your study area 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
Table 18 – RDP budget characteristic 

 

RDP  

Total budget  

Participation (2000-2006):  

Number of farms  

Surface (ha)  

Budget per axis (2000-2006)  

Axis 1  

Axis 2  

Axis 3  

Budget per axis (2007-2013)  

Axis 1  

Axis 2  

Axis 3  

Leader  

Average amount per ha 
(euro/ha of UAA) 
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Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1.4.5 Other policies 

 

Describe briefly specific urban and planning policy with implications for rural areas 
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2 IDENTIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF STUDY AREA 
(NUTS 3 LEVEL) 

Name Yambol Region 

Country Bulgaria 

NUTS 3 

Geographical location Yambol Region is situated in the southeastern part of Bulgaria. 
It is bounded by the regions of Sliven, Burgas, Haskovo and Stara Zagora, and 
borders Turkey to the south. The landscape is predominantly plain and hilly. The 
region encompasses the Yambol Plain, the Elhovo Plain, the Bakadzhik Hills, parts of 
the Sakar Mountains, the Svetliyskite, the Derventskite and the Manastirskite 
Heights. Tundzha is the largest river in the region. Malko Sharkovo dam is 
constructed on the Popovska river. There are mineral springs in the village of Stefan 
Karadzhovo, near the town of Straldzha and the village of Pravdino. 

General comments/qualifications 

 

 
Figure 2 – Map of Yambol Region 

 
 

2.1 Socio-demographic aspects (NUTS 3 level) 
Table 19 – Main socio-demographic aspects  

NUT3 area:  Surface Population 

 HA % Number % 

http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Sliven
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Bourgas
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SC/Haskovo
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SC/Stara_Zagora
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Yambol/Bolyarovo/Malko_Sharkovo
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Yambol/Bolyarovo/Stefan_Karadjovo
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Yambol/Bolyarovo/Stefan_Karadjovo
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Yambol/Bolyarovo/Stefan_Karadjovo
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Yambol/Straldja/Straldja
http://www.guide-bulgaria.com/SE/Yambol/Straldja/Pravdino
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Total 252740.4 100.0 71851 100.0 

Urba

n 

0 0 19736 27.5 

Rural 252740.4 100.0 52115 72.5 

Source: Soil Protection Agency, 2001 ; ñCensus 2001ò, NSI, 2003 

 

Density/km2 46.0 

Average age 42,3 

 

Comments 
 
 

 

 

2.1.1 Social indicators 

 
Table 20 – Employment  

 

 Females Males Total 

Employment rate 53,1 60,6 56,9 

Unemployment rate 10.8 9.6 10.1 

Employment rate of older 
workers 

. . 46,5 

Average exit age from the labour 
force 

   

Employment rate in primary 
sector 

. . 10,3 

Employment rate in secondary 
sector 

. . 18,4 

Employment rate in tertiary 
sector 

. . 28,1 

Data is for 2006 
 
Table 21 – Social cohesion 

 

 Females Males Total 

Long-term unemployment rate   8.54 

Jobless households    

Dispersion of regional 
employment rates 

   

Early school leavers    
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Table 22 – Social inclusion 

 

Inequality of income distribution  

Lifelong learning   

Individuals' level of Internet skills-% 19,0 
 

 
Table 23 – Demographic changes  
 

Life expectancy at age 65, by gender- 
years 

Females- 16,35  
Males- 13,04 

Net migration -527 

Average exit age from the labour 
market, by gender 

 

 
 

Table 24 – Other indicators  

 

Number of towns above 100,000 inhab There is not 

Number of agrifood processing plants   

…  

  

  

 

Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2.2 Territorial aspects (NUTS 3 level) 
 

 
Table 25 – Main territorial aspects 

NUT3 area:  Surface Population 

 HA % Number % 

Total 260996.0 100.0 71851 100.0 

Plain 260996.0 100.0 71851 100.0 

Moun 0 0 0  
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tain 

Source: Soil Protection Agency, 2001; ñCensus 2001ò, NSI, 2003 

 

Comments 

Source: Soil Protection Agency, 2001 ; NSI, 2001 ; Population Census/2001 

 

 

 
 

Table 26 – Agricultural area 
 

 Ha 

Utilised agricultural area  202814.0 ï arable land 

Unutilised agricultural land 38624.5 

Area under agri-environment support  

Area under nature protection  
Source: ñSector Analysis ï Yambol Region ï 2003ò, NSI 

 
 

2.3 Economic aspects (NUTS 3 level) 
 

2.3.1 General economic indicators 

 
Table 27 – Main economic aspects 

 

NUT3 area:  € % 

GDP 253003077 1.15    (% of total GDP of the country) 

GDP of primary sector 55697320 2.69    (% of agricultural GDP of the country) 

GDP of secondary 
sector 

47516673 0.74   (% of industrial GDP of the country) 

GDP of tertiary sector 3525.33  

Per-capita urban GDP 3519.66 

Per-capita rural GDP 253003077 

 

Comments 
 

 
 

2.3.2 Farm classification 

 
Table 28 – Farm classified by class of size 
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Class of size (ha UAA) Number of farms Ha 

  0 -  5 14 264 7 331 

05-10 537 3 246 

10-20 251 3 046 

20-50 141 4 318 

> 50 384 127 774 

Total 16 029 145 715 

Source: ñFarm structure in Bulgaria ï 2005ò, MAF, ñAgro-statisticò, 2006 

 

Comments 
 
 

 
 

Table 29 – Farm classified by class of income 

Class of income Number of farms Ha 

< 1 12 308  

1<2 2 164  

2<4 879  

4<8 245  

8<16 149  

16<40 118  

40<100 101  

>=100 65  

Total 16 029  

Source: ñFarm structure in Bulgaria ï 2005ò, MAF, ñAgro-statisticò, 2006 

 
 
Table 30 – Farm classified by land use 

 

Land use Number of farms Ha 

Arable crops 4 235 95 755 

Fodder crops 4 899 2 106 

Permanent grasslands 1 393 662 

Fruit plantations 2 313 504 

Wooded area n.a. 51747.4 

Source: ñFarm structure in Bulgaria ï 2005ò, MAF, ñAgro-statisticò, 2006 

Comments 
 
 

 
 
Table 31 – Farm classified by livestock 

 

Livestock Number of LSU 



CAP-IRE_area_description-IAE.doc 

 
 

20
 www.cap-ire.eu * Info@cap-ire.eu

 
 

Cattle 15 834 

Sheep and goats 79 362 

Poultry 2 482 747 

Pigs 45 802 

...  
Source: ñFarm structure in Bulgaria ï 2005ò, MAF, ñAgro-statisticò, 2006 

 
 
Table 32 – Other aspects 
 

Total irrigable area 25434 

Average of surface  

Area under organic farming (ha)  

Organic farms (number)  

Agricultural-Holdings with another gainful activity (number) 398 

Holdings in less favoured areas (including mountainous) 1943 

Source: ñFarm census ï 2001ò, MAF, Agro-statistic, 2003 

 
 
Table 33 – Employment in agriculture 
 

Labour Numbers of workers   

full time 7 458   

part-time 115 698*   

    

 Male Female Total 

number of workers 20289 15795 36084 

family labour force   33729                                                                                                                                                     

   Source: ñFarm census ï 2001ò, MAF, Agro-statistic, 2003; * man-days 

Comments 
 

 
 

2.4 Policy aspects (NUTS 3 level) 

 

2.4.1 Single Farm Payment (SFP) 

 

Describe briefly the implementation of SFP in your study area 
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Table 34 – Farm classified by class of SFP 

 

Class of SFP Number of farms Ha Amount (euro) 

    

    

    

    

    

TOTAL    

 

Average of SFP per hectare of all farms of the study area  

Average of SFP per farm of all farms of the study area  

 

Comments 
 
 

 
 

2.4.2 Other coupled and area-based payments 

 
Table 35 – Description of other type of payment  
 

Type of payment Number of farms Ha Amount (euro) 

e.g. Durum wheat premium    

    

    

    

    

TOTAL    

 
 

2.4.3 Cross compliance 

 

Describe briefly the state of application, main requirements and implications. 
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2.4.4 Rural development plan (RDP) 

 

Describe briefly the RDP in your study area 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
Table 36 – RDP budget characteristic 

 

RDP  

Total budget  

Participation (2000-2006):  

Number of farms  

Surface (ha)  

Budget per axis (2000-2006)  

Axis 1  

Axis 2  

Axis 3  

Budget per axis (2007-2013)  

Axis 1  

Axis 2  

Axis 3  

Leader  

Average amount per ha 
(euro/ha of UAA) 

 

 

Comments 
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2.4.5 Other policies 

 

Describe briefly specific urban and planning policy with implications for rural areas 
 
 
 
 
 

References 
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ANNEXES 

If any 
 


