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SUMMARY 

 

This deliverable describes the NUTS2 region Midi-Pyrénées and one of its NUTS3 
region (Haute-Garonne), in terms of socio-demographic, territorial, economic and 
agricultural policy aspects. 
 
Notes 
- Everything which has been changed from the template or added is in blue colour. 
- Sources of data 
When no source is indicated, figures are from Eurostat in 2006. Otherwise, the source 
and date are indicated. 
Some data were found. In such cases, table cells are left blank or filled in with "n/a". 
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1 IDENTIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF STUDY AREA 
(NUTS 2 LEVEL) 

Midi-Pyrénées, located in the south-western part of France is the largest NUTS2 
region of France, covering about 8% of the national territory (
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Figure 1). The region has a very varied relief consisting of plains, hills and mountains of 
differing height. With its 8 NUTS3 regions, Midi-Pyrénées is bounded by two 
mountainous massifs: Massif Central in the north-eastern part, and Pyrénées in its 
southern part (making a natural border with Spain). Between these areas, on either 
side of the Garonne River valley, the only real plains in the region lay. Equally distant 
from the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, Midi-tȅǊŞƴŞŜǎΩ climate is 
characterised by hot, dry summers with temperatures among the highest in France, 
and by mild winters, except on the uplands.  

Given its geographical features the region is sparsely inhabited and the population 
not evenly distributed. The only major city of the region, Toulouse (the NUTS2 capital 
city), and its conurbation have a population of more than 750,000 inhabitants. The 
rapid development of the Toulouse conurbation, where 30% of the population of the 
region lives, gives a very lively and modern picture of the Midi-Pyrénées region. But 
the region also has vast rural areas with a sparse, ageing population, and traditional 
and limited economic activity. 

Agriculture is very important, with production equally divided between livestock and 
crops. Livestock is mainly in the foothills of the Massif Central and the Pyrénées, and 
crops in the plains (Figure 2). Midi-Pyrénées has the largest herd of sheep in France. 
Most of the fruit production (plums, apples, peaches) is concentrated in the north-
western part of the region, along the Garonne River valley. Some high-quality products 
contribute to the renown of local agriculture: Roquefort cheese; Armagnac brandy; 
Madiran, Fronton, Gaillac and Cahors wines; άŦƻƛŜ ƎǊŀǎέΦ 
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Figure 1 – Location of the NUTS2 region Midi-Pyrénées and division in 8 NUTS3 
regions 

 
 
 
Figure 2 – Main agricultural areas within the NUTS2 region Midi-Pyrénées 
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1.1 Socio-demographic aspects (NUTS 2 level) 

 
Table 1 – Main socio-demographic aspects  

NUT2 region:  Surface Number of households 

 HA % Number % 

Total 4,534,790  1,216,100 100 

Urban   850,500 69.9 

Rural 
(sparsely populated 
area, i.e. less than 
100 
inhabitants/km²) 

  365,600 30.1 

 

Density/km2 * 60.75 

Average age ** 40.97 

* Calculated from Eurostat Data (2006) with area = 45,347.9 km² and population = 
2,754,992 inhabitants. 
** Calculated from Eurostat Data (2006). Excludes inhabitants less than 1 year old 
(30,250 inhab.) and more than 99 years old (1,127 inhab.) 

 

1.1.1 Social indicators 

 
Table 2 – Employment  

 Females Males Total 

Employment rate (15 years and over; in 2006) 45.2 58.1 51.5 

Unemployment rate (15 years and over; in 2006) 9.7 7.5 8.5 

Employment rate of older workers (65 years and 
over; in 2006) 

1.0 2.2 1.5 

Average exit age from the labour force    

Employment rate in primary sector 
(= share of workers in primary sector) 

  6.8 

Employment rate in secondary sector 
(= share of workers in secondary sector) 

  22.8 

Employment rate in tertiary sector 
(= share of workers in tertiary sector) 

  70.4 
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Table 3 – Social cohesion 

 Females Males Total 

Long-term unemployment rate (in 2006)   40.5 

Jobless households    

Dispersion of regional employment rates    

Early school leavers    

 
 
Table 4 – Social inclusion 

Inequality of income distribution  

Lifelong learning (=share of adults aged 25-64 participating in 
education and training;  in 2006) 

7.9 

Individuals' level of Internet skills  

 
 
Table 5 – Demographic changes  

Life expectancy at age 65, by gender  

Net migration  

Average exit age from the labour market, by gender  

 
 

Table 6 – Other indicators  

Number of towns above 100,000 inhab (towns 
only, excluding suburbs) 

1 (Toulouse) * 

Number of agrifood processing plants (20 
employees and more) 

191** 

* Source: based on current information in dictionary 
** Source: Agreste, Memento agricole Région Midi-Pyrénées, 2008. 
 

1.2 Territorial aspects (NUTS 2 level) 

 
Table 7 – Main territorial aspects 

NUT2 region:  Surface Population 

 HA % Number % 

Total 4,534,790 100 2,754,992 100 

Plain     

Mountain     
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Table 8 – Agricultural area 

 Ha 

Utilised agricultural area  2,345,300 ha (2,340,250 ha in 2005 
according to Agreste) 

Unutilised agricultural land  

Area under agri-environment support  

Area under nature protection  

 
 

1.3 Economic aspects (NUTS 2 level) 
 

1.3.1 General economic indicators 

 
Table 9 – Main economic aspects 

NUT2 region:  € % 

GDP (at current market 
price, in 2005) 

67,460.1 
millions 

(% of total GDP of the country) 
13.3% (out of 506,600 millions Euros) 

GDP of primary sector  (% of GDP of primary sector of the country) 

GDP of secondary sector  (% of GDP of secondary sector of the 
country) 

GDP of tertiary sector  (% of GDP of tertiary sector of the country) 

Per-capita GDP (in 2005) 24,575.9 

Per-capita urban GDP  

Per-capita rural GDP  

 

1.3.2 Farm classification 

 
Table 10 – Farms classified by class of size in 2005 (source: Agreste) 

Class of size (ha UAA) Number of farms Ha 

 0 -  5 7,896 18,685 

5-10 4,602 33,640 

10-20 6,696 98,533 

20-50 14,184 476,930 

> 50 17,523 1,712,641 

Total (in 2005) 50,900 2,340,250 
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Table 11 – Farms classified by class of income in 2005 (source Agreste) 

Class of income Number of farms Ha 

< 8 ESU 14,849  

8-40 ESU 20,715  

40-100 ESU 12,612  

> 100 ESU 2,724  

Total 50,900  

 

Comments 
The number of ESU gives ŀ ŦŀǊƳΩǎ economic size in terms of Standard Gross Margin 

(SGM). 1 ESU (European Size Units) = 1,200 euros of SGM. 

 
Table 12 – Farms classified by land use in 2005 (source: Agreste) 

Land use Number of farms Ha 

Arable Land 42,514 1,629,757 

Fodder crops 23,698 524,582 

Permanent grasslands 33,496 644,949 

Fruit plantations 
(including 6 species only: apricot, cherry, peach, 
plum, pear, apple) 

2,294 13,648 

Vineyards 7,441 42,648 

Wooded area   

Type of Farming Number of farms Ha 

Farms specialists field crops 
(TF 13,14) 

14,879 798,896 

Farms specialists grazing livestock 
(TF 41,42,43,44) 

20,081 1,012,766 

Farms specialists permanent crops 
(TF 37,38,39) 

3,174 72,705 

Farms specialists granivores 
(TF 50,72) 

1,451 44,282 

Farms specialists horticulture 
(TF 28,29) 

726 3,530 

Other farms 
(TF 60, 71, 81, 82, 90) 

10,590 408,071 

 

Comments 
TF: European definition of Type of Farming 
The classification of farms per TF is given in addition to the classification per land use, 
and therefore figures given in these two parts of the table should not be summed up. 
Furthermore, note that double counts are not avoided in the classification per land 
use. 
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Table 13 – Farms classified by livestock 
 (source: Eurostat in 2004 except poultry in 2000) 

Livestock Number of LSU 

Cattle 893,600 

 Including dairy cows 163,500 

Sheep and goats 233,600 

Poultry 104,600 

Pigs 102,300 

 
Table 14 – Other aspects (source: Agreste in 2005) 

Total irrigable area 362,215 ha (14,076 farms) 

Average of irrigable surface 25.7 ha 

Total irrigated area  251,538 ha (13,271 farms) 

Average of irrigated surface 18.9 ha 

Area under organic farming (ha) 58,335 

Organic farms (number) 1,155 

Agricultural-Holdings with another 
gainful activity (number) 

7,416 with on-farm sale 
3,353 with on-farm processing 
1,905 with on-farm tourism 
1,389 with participation to work on other 
farms 
700 with on-farm wood production 
NOTE: figures not excludable 

Holdings in less favoured areas 
(including mountainous) 

30,153 * 

* Source:  French FADN in 2005 
 
Table 15 – Employment in agriculture (source: Agreste in 2005) 

Labour Numbers of workers   

full time 44,109   

part-time 56,989   

    

 Male Female Total 

number of non-family workers 5,063 1,260 6,323 

family labour force 62,302 32,473 94,775 

TOTAL 67,365 33,733 101,098 

 



CAP-IRE_area_description_D2.9(France-Midi-Pyrénées)-

final14August08.doc  
 

10
 www.cap-ire.eu * Info@cap-ire.eu

 
 

1.4 Policy aspects (NUTS 2 level) 

 

1.4.1 Single Farm Payment (SFP) 

 

On the whole French metropolitan (excluding overseas territories), the same Single 
Payment Scheme is applied. 
 - Historical model with the reference period 2000-2002 (farmers are thus the 

owners of SFPs) 
 - With partial coupling, at the maximum rates: 
  25% for arable crops 
  100% for slaughter of calf and for suckler cows 
  40% for slaughter of cows, bulls, heifers 
  50% for sheep 
 - Implemented in 2006 
 - Modulation for farms with support greater than 5,000 euros; 5% rate since 2007 

and onwards 

 
 
Table 16 – Farms classified by class of SFP 

Class of SFP Number of farms Ha Amount (euro) 

Source: French FADN in 2006    

< 100 euros 3,027 280,320  

100-200 euros 10,626 707,902  

200-300 euros 10,947 801,147  

300-400 euros 3,890 301,125  

< 400 euros 944 58,973  

TOTAL 29,435 2,149,469  

    

Source: Agreste in 2006    

TOTAL 44,086 2,117,886 423,675,000 

 

 Using the total 
number of farms in 
the region 

Using only the number 
of beneficiary farms 

Average of SFP per hectare of all 
farms of the study area 

181.0 euros 200.0 euros 

Average of SFP per farm of all farms 
of the study area 

8,323.7 euros 9,610.2 euros 

Source: Agreste in 2006 
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1.4.2 Other coupled and area-based payments 

 
Table 17 – Description of other types of payment (source: Agreste in 2006) 

Type of payment Number of farms Ha Amount (euro) 

Area-based premium 36,833 1,119,976 91,803,000 

Calf and suckler cow slaughter 
premium 

14,721 1,836,668 110,826,352 

Cow, bull and heifer slaughter 
premium 

15,007 450,879 14,103,824 

Sheep premium 7,201 361,565 13,767,000 

TOTAL 73,762 3,769,088 230,500,176 

 

1.4.3 Cross compliance 

 

From 1 January 2005 onwards, farmers in receipt of CAP direct payments are 
required to respect a set of statutory management requirements (SMRs), to meet 
minimum requirements of good agricultural and environmental conditions (GAECs), 
and to keep the share of permanent grasslands as it was in 2003. Cross-compliance 
prescriptions are to be applied on the whole farm (and not only on the subsidised 
activities/hectares). Initiated for beneficiaries of the First Pillar, they wer extended in 
January 2007 to farms receiving payments with regard to 8 measureǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨŀȄƛǎ нΩ ƻŦ 
the Second Pillar (in particular grassland premium, local agro-environmental schemes 
(AESs), rotational measure, and conversion to organic farming measure). In France the 
choice was made to progressively enforce the cross-compliance over three years (from 
2005 to 2007). Cross-compliance concerns the following topics: 
* SMRs (Statutory Management Requirements): 
These are already-existing EC regulations (19 in total), that are implemented within the 
French law, in the areas of environment (5 regulations), livestock tagging (4 
regulations), public health and food safety (4 regulations), animal health (3 
regulations) and animal welfare (3 regulations). 
* GAECs (Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions) 
These aim at protecting non-cultivated lands from soil erosion, deterioration of soil 
structure and worsening of soil organic matter. 
* Protection of permanent pastures 
This requirement implies that land that was under permanent pasture in 2003 is 
maintained under permanent pasture. Indeed, the national ratio under permanent 
grassland should remain stable, or at least not lower than the ratio as of 2003 (a 10% 
variation is nonetheless tolerated). 
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1.4.4 Rural development plan (RDP) 

 

The regional RDP is adapted from the National RDP and applied at the NUTS2 level. 
Based on a regional diagnosis, the main priorities in Midi-Pyrénées addressed through 
the regional programming document are: 
* For Axis 1: 
 - Stimulation of the agricultural sector (upstream and downstream), targeted at 

farms' competitiveness, agri-food processing activity and product quality. 
 - Mechanisation of the forestry sector. 
* For Axis 2: 
 - Improvement of water quality in compliance with the Water Framework Directive. 
 - Protection and maintenance of the regional biodiversity, within the Natura 2000 

framework. 
 - Promoting more environment-friendly agricultural practices (reduction of inputs, 

promotion of organic farming). 
* For Axis 3: 
 - Enhancement and promotion of services offered to the rural population (health 

services, local economy, small enterprises, etc). 
 - Enhancement of tourism services. 
 - Promotion and enhancement of local governance as regards local development 

and natural heritage management. 
Based on previous RD programming experience and lessons (2000-2006 period), a 

specific attention is paid at: 
 - Improving the synergies that may exist between various policy tools targeting 

similar objectives (local development activities, territories, etc). 
 - Enhancing and promoting bottom-up approaches. 
 - Improving the communication between local actors, and between local and 

national actors. 
 - Simplifying the RDP implementation. 
 - Enhancing zoning issues (in terms of beneficiaries, environment-sensitive areas, 

etc) of the programme. 
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Table 18 – RDP budget characteristic 

RDP 
EAFRD 

National co-
financing 

Total (including 
top-up and 
private funding) 

Total budget    

Participation (2000-2006):    

Number of farms    

Surface (ha)    

Budget per axis (2000-2006)    

Axis 1    

Axis 2    

Axis 3    

Budget per axis (2007-2013) 
(millions euros) 

   

Axis 1 90.84 90.84 541.66 

Axis 2 31.69 28.13 69.6 

Axis 3 27.99 27.99 70.87 

Technical support 30 24.75 74.36 

Leader 4.5 4.5 9 

Total 185.02 176.21 765.49 

Average amount per ha (euro/ha of 
UAA) based on UAA in 2005 from 
Agreste 79.06 75.30 327.10 

Source: RDP Midi-Pyrénées, 2008 
 

1.4.5 Other policies 

 

There are no urban and planning policies with major implications except for the 
Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΣ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
agricultural area. 
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2 IDENTIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF STUDY AREA 
(NUTS 3 LEVEL); "HAUTE-GARONNE" 

 

Part of Midi-Pyrénées NUTS2 region, the NUTS3 region Haute-Garonne presents 
very heterogeneous features and is crossed by the fourth longest French River (i.e. 
Garonne). Haute-Garonne hosts some 40% of the overall NUTS2 population and most 
of its employment, thanks to Toulouse which is the fourth biggest town in France. The 
southern part is quite rural, while near Toulouse and up North, the area can be 
considered as urban or semi-urban (70% of the regional population live in that part of 
the region). Although some parts of the mountainous areas present less than 10 
inhabitants/km², the region as a whole is quite densely populated (more than 180 
inhabintants/km²). 

As regards natural conditions, the southern part of the region is part of the Pyrénées 
Mountains, with the regional highest point towering 3,222 m above sea-level. That 
part of Haute-Garonne is pretty much oriented towards tourist activities (skiing in 
winter; trekking, hiking, and rock climbing in summer), with agricultural activities 
oriented towards livestock breeding (sheep/goat) and scarce field cropping. Then 
comes a hilly-part, and finally the north of the region is occupied by vast plains that are 
bordered on their eastern and western by hills. The plains are suitable for cereal 
production among which a big part is devoted to irrigated maize cultivation. 

Although the agri-food processing plants are not numerous in the region, the added-
value of agricultural products is safe-guarded thanks to quality labels and valuable 
productions (e.g. wine, fruits, cheese, etc). The biggest part of the regional economy 
comes from the aerospace sector, as the region hosts, among other, the national 
centre for space studies and the Airbus aircraft factory. Toulouse area thus attracts 
more and more people, and suburban towns' population increases. 
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Figure 3 – Location and main agricultural areas of Haute-Garonne (NUTS3) 
 

 

Haute-Garonne, 
NUTS3 
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2.1 Socio-demographic aspects (NUTS 3 level) 

 
Table 19 – Main socio-demographic aspects  

NUT2 region:  Surface Population 

 HA % Number % 

Total 630,930  1,046,400 *  

Urban     

Rural     

* Source: National Census, 2001 (INSEE) 
 

Density/km2 (in 2005) 184.3 

Average age  

 

2.1.1 Social indicators 

 
Table 20 – Employment  

 Females Males Total 

Employment rate    

Unemployment rate (15 years and over; in 
2006) 

  9 

Employment rate of older workers    

Average exit age from the labour force    

Employment rate in primary sector    

Employment rate in secondary sector    

Employment rate in tertiary sector    

 
Table 21 – Social cohesion 

 Females Males Total 

Long-term unemployment rate    

Jobless households    

Dispersion of regional employment rates    

Early school leavers    

 
Table 22 – Social inclusion 

Inequality of income distribution  

Lifelong learning   

Individuals' level of Internet skills  
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Table 23 – Demographic changes  

Life expectancy at age 65, by gender (in 2005) * Male: 78.4 
Female: 84.7 

Net migration  

Average exit age from the labour market, by gender  

* Source: Insee, 2007 
 

 
Table 24 – Other indicators  

Number of towns above 100,000 inhab (towns 
only, excluding suburbs) 

1 (Toulouse) 

Number of agrifood processing plants   

Source: based on current information in dictionary 

2.2 Territorial aspects (NUTS 3 level) 

 
Table 25 – Main territorial aspects 

NUT2 region:  Surface Population 

 HA % Number % 

Total 630,930  1,046,400 *  

Plain     

Mountain     

* Source: National Census, 2001 (INSEE) 
 
Table 26 – Agricultural area 

 Ha 

Utilised agricultural area in 2005 329,237 

Unutilised agricultural land  

Area under agri-environment support  

Area under nature protection  

Source: Agreste, 2005 
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2.3 Economic aspects (NUTS 3 level) 
 

2.3.1 General economic indicators 

 
Table 27 – Main economic aspects 

NUT3 area:  € % 

GDP (in 2005) 34,305.5 
millions 

(% of total GDP of the country) 
6.8% (out of 506,600 millions Euros) 

GDP of primary sector  (% of GDP of primary sector of the country) 

GDP of secondary sector  (% of GDP of secondary sector of the 
country) 

GDP of tertiary sector  (% of GDP of tertiary sector of the country) 

Per-capita urban GDP  

Per-capita rural GDP  

 

2.3.2 Farms classification 

 
Table 28 – Farms classified by class of size (source: Agreste in 2005) 

Class of size (ha UAA) Number of farms Ha 

0 ς 20 2,802 20,437 

20 ς 100 2,959 147,016 

> 100 1,000 161,784 

Total 6,761 329,237 

 
Table 29 – Farms classified by class of income 

Class of income Number of farms Ha 
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Table 30 – Farms classified by land use in 2005 (source: Agreste) 

Land use Number of farms Ha 

Arable land 5,816 284,862 

Fodder crops 2,163 41,920 

Permanent grasslands 3,242 41,241 

Fruit plantations (including 6 species only: 
apricot, cherry, peach, plum, pear, apple) 

n/a n/a 

Vineyards 406 2,051 

Wooded area   

Type of Farming Number of farms Ha 

Farms specialists field crops 
(TF 13,14) 

3,258 211,862 

Farms specialists grazing livestock 
(TF 41,42,43,44) 

1,064 (number of farms 
for TF41 + 42) 

54,656 

Farms specialists permanent crops 
(TF 37,38,39) 

n/a n/a 

Farms specialists granivores 
(TF 50,72) 

n/a n/a 

Farms specialists horticulture 
(TF 28,29) 

n/a n/a 

Other farms 
(TF 60, 71, 81, 82, 90) 

1,366 57,241 

 

Comments 
TF: European definition of Type of Farming 
The classification of farms per TF is given in addition to the classification per land use, 
and therefore figures given in these two parts of the table should not be summed up. 
Furthermore, note that double counts are not avoided in the classification per land 
use. 

 
 
Table 31 – Farms classified by livestock in 2005 

Livestock Number of HEADS 

Cattle 114,417 

 Including dairy cows 20,006 

Sheep and goats 72,490 sheep; n/a goats 

Poultry n/a 

Pigs n/a 

Source: Agreste in 2005 
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Table 32 – Other aspects  

Total irrigable area  

Average of surface  

Total irrigated area  

Average of surface  

Area under organic farming (ha)  

Organic farms (number)  

Agricultural-Holdings with another gainful activity (number)  

Holdings in less favoured areas (including mountainous)  

 
 
Table 33 – Employment in agriculture (source: Agreste in 2005) 

Labour Numbers of AWU   

full time n/a   

part-time n/a   

    

 Male Female Total 

number of hired workers (AWU) n/a n/a 1,098 

family labour force (AWU) n/a n/a 6,797 

Total (AWU)   7,895 

 

Comments 
1 Annual Working Unit (AWU) is equivalent to 2,200 hours labour on farm during the 
year. 
Hired labour force is most probably much more than 1,098 AWU due to illegal seasonal 
workers in fruit and vegetable production (fruit-picking activity). 
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2.4 Policy aspects (NUTS 3 level) 

 

2.4.1 Single Farm Payment (SFP) 

 

The Single Payment Scheme is implemented similarly at NUTS 3 level as it is at NUTS 
2 level and at the whole territory level. 

 
 
Table 34 – Farms classified by class of SFP (source: Agreste in 2006) 

Class of SFP Number of farms Ha Amount (euro) 

    

    

    

TOTAL 6,214 318,790 77,911,000 

 

 Using the total 
number of farms in 
the region 

Using only the number 
of beneficiary farms 

Average of SFP per hectare of all 
farms of the study area 

236.6 244.4 

Average of SFP per farm of all farms 
of the study area 

11,523.6 12,538.0 

Source: Agreste, 2006 
 

2.4.2 Other coupled and area-based payments 

 
Table 35 – Description of other type of payment (source: Agreste in 2006) 

Type of payment Number of farms Ha Amount (euro) 

Area-based premium 5,479 251,620 22,459,000 

Calf and suckler cow slaughter 
premium 

1,419 42,891 10,494,150 

Cow, bull and heifer slaughter 
premium 

1,388 22,424 859,851 

Sheep premium 479 54,438 542,000 

TOTAL 8,765  34,355,001 
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2.4.3 Cross compliance 

 

Some adaptations of national GAEC's prescriptions are set up at NUTS3 level, but they 
are generally minor (e.g. width of buffer-strips, date of allowed cover-destruction). 

 

2.4.4 Rural development plan (RDP) 

 

Not applicable: budget issues and regional RDP design and adaptations are made at 
NUTS2 level (i.e. Centre). 
 

 
Table 36 – RDP budget characteristic (Source: Agreste 2007) 

RDP  

Total budget  

Participation (2000-2006):  

Number of farms  

Surface (ha)  

Budget per axis (2000-2006) 132.4 million euros 

Axis 1  

Axis 2  

Axis 3  

Budget per axis (2007-2013)  

Axis 1  

Axis 2  

Axis 3  

Leader  

Average amount per ha 
(euro/ha of UAA) 

 

 

2.4.5 Other policies 

 

There are no urban and planning policies with major implications except for the 
continuous town and infrastructure expansion, progressively diminishing the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
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